






4:15-5:30. Acquiring Sociocultural & Sociolinguistic Features of Russian (Rm B)

Panel Chair: Boris Shekhtman, Specialized Language Training Center & CDLC

Reading between the Lines (conducted in Russian)
Irina Kopylenko, Coalition of Distinguished Language Centers

Teaching Russian Allusions (conducted in Russian)
Ekaterina Kuznetsova, Coalition of Distinguished Language Centers

Teaching Styles and Registers (conducted in Russian)
Oksana Prokhvachyova, Coalition of Distinguished Language Centers

Teaching Russian Idioms (conducted in Russian)
Svetlana Sibrina, Coalition of Distinguished Language Centers

4:15-5:30. Discussion: Research Agenda for High Level Proficiency (Rm D)

Discussion Leader: Betty Lou Leaver

Question: What should we be researching in the next 1-5 years?

5:45-6:30. Board Meeting (Rm E)

December 7, 2008

9:00-12:00. Issues in Teaching at High Levels of Proficiency (Rm B)

Panel Chair: Betty Lou Leaver

Mastering Colloquial Idioms in Arabic
Mohammed Slassi, Defense Language Institute

A Potential Shortcut to Near-Native Level Fluency in Reading – Sight Translation
Daniel Wang, Defense Language Institute 

Presupposition in Arabic
Mahmud Wardat, Yarmouk University, Jordan

Understanding and Mastering Subtle Contrasts in English Grammar
Douglas J. Wulf, George Mason University 

The Sum of Parts and the Whole in a Distinguished level Arabic Class at the Language 
Acquisition Resource Center (LARC) at SDSU

Mary Ann Lyman-Hager, San Diego State University
Hanada Taha-Thomure, San Diego State University

9:00-12:00. Issues in Testing at High Levels of Proficiency (Rm C)

Panel Chair: Madeline Ehrman

ILR-Based Cultural Proficiency Guidelines
James Dirgin, Defense Language Institute

Measuring and Assessing the Distinguished Level: Challenges and Promising Avenues
Salem Aweiss, Stanford University

Assessment at Level 4: What Can We Really Measure?
Sarita Silverman, Defense Language Institute

Passage Rating: L-4 versus L-5 characteristics in the Russian Text Typology
Sergei Podoprigora, Defense Language Institute


